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the followers of Ali refused to submit and induced Hu-
sain, son of Ali, to set up the standard of revolt. This led
to the tragedy of Karbala in which Husain and most of
Ms little force were slain under most eruel circumstances,
which embittered his adherents to the utmost and made
a martyr of Ali. His followers hecame the sect of the
Shias, or Shiites, who have always been bitterly hostile
to the Turks as Sunnis. Sultan Selim I attempted to
exterminate them within the Empire. In 1514 he gave
secret orders to his subordinates to fall upon them, all
in one day without warning", and massacre them. As
usually happens in such cases, the execution of the decree
was impossible, and although some 40,000 are said to
have fallen victims there were many who escaped and
became bitter enemies of the Sultan. This act led to a
war with the Persians, the great majority of whom have
always been Shias, in which they were defeated. Many
wars between them have followed and the enmity is still
kept up, though the number of the Shias in the Empire
is not large and they have not often risen in revolt. There
is quite a large number of villages of them in Syria, where
they are called Mtttawili, and have no more intercourse
with the orthodox Moslems than with the Christians and
are perhaps even more hostile to them. They number,
perhaps, some 50,000.
Other branches of the Shia sect with varying differ-
ences in doctrine, are the Druses, Nusairis, and Ismailiyis.
They all agree in having certain secret tenets and rites
aud belong to the class denominated Batiniyis which ac-
cepts the Koran as their guide but interprets it in a
mystical way which leads to doctrines that are wholly
at variance with the letter and abhorrent to the Sunni
Moslems. These doctrines are held in secret and hence
the designation of Batiniyi, that is, possessing inner
light, or illumination.
Of these Batiniyis the Ismailiyis, formerly known as

